
Councillors Present: Cllr. K. Soons, Cllr. M. Dunnett, Cllr J Kendall (JK), Cllr N Crockford (NC) arrived at 7:08pm & 
Cllr M. Fitzjohn. 
 
Present: Vicky Bright - Parish Clerk, Cllr. R. Burt – FHDC, Sgt. Mark Shipton - SNT, Claire Dixon – PROW SCC, 
Chris Compson – TPFC, Gill Flack – Cockerton Trust & Friends of St Mary’s Church, Graham Dudley – VHC & Rachel 
Brittain – PCC. 
14 Members of the public were present. 
 
 
Item  Action 

1 Election of Chairman for Village Meeting 

Cllr. Karen Soons chaired the meeting as Vice Chair in the absence of the Chairman. 

 

Apologies: 

Cllr. A. Long. Cllr. Colin Noble – SCC. 

 

 

2 To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 19th May 2016 

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19th May 2016 were proposed as a true 

record by Cllr. Dunnett and signed by Cllr. K. Soons. 

 

 

3 District Councillor’s Report 

Cllr Burt updated the meeting with the following; 

Future of West Suffolk: 

Leaders of Forest Heath and West Suffolk have made a statement to becoming one Council. A 

group of Councillor’s at Forest Heath were given the task of looking at the pros and cons of this. 

Finances, Boundaries, Size of Wards. Increase or Decrease of Councillor numbers, 

Mayoral/Chairman duties. There is a long way to go on this, some members are for, some against. 

There will have to be consultation with the residents in our areas to get their views. 

If this is to go ahead it will be in May 2019 when the next Local Elections will happen 

Mildenhall Air Base 

You may have read in the media recently that there is a possibly that there will be a review of the 

closing of Mildenhall Air Base. This hasn’t been confirmed to the Local Authority, the closing date 

as it stands is 2023. 

Local Plan 

All documents were sent to the Inspector for examination two months ago, to date we have not 

had any questions from them which gives us a little bit of comfort, we may not hear until December 

that our Local Plan is sound. 

Hatchfield Farm 

Lord Derby and the Local Parish Alliance objected to the Secretary of State decision to refuse 

permission for 400 houses on Hatchfield Farm Newmarket as approved by the Development 

Control Committee at Forest Heath. 

This went to the High Court where the judge has said that the government should look again at 

this decision, we await the outcome, some don’t want Hatchfield whilst others feel that Newmarket 

needs housing. 

We have two new assistant directors, one for Economic Growth and one for Planning and 

Regulatory 

The Breast Screening unit was in the member’s car park for several weeks and was very well 

used. 

 



WE have a new Chairman of Council, Cllr Ruth Bowman Mildenhall and a new Vice Chairman 

Cllr Brian Harvey Worlington. 

The outgoing Chairman Cllr Carol Lynch raised just under £800 for Bereavement Charity 

Councillor Lynch decided on this Charity following a personal bereavement. 

On average I attend 7 seven meetings a month, in between I read reports and emails and 

respond, do reports where necessary. 

My other duties 

I am Secretary to Conservative Group at Forest Heath which entails, doing agenda, setting dates, 

taking notes, I am also Vice Chairman of this Group. 

 

4 County Councillor’s Report 

Cllr. Colin Noble sent his apologies. No report received.  
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Police Q&A Session 

Sgt. Mark Shipton begun by explaining he was the Commander of the Forest Heath District 

local police, which includes Newmarket, Lakenheath, Mildenhall and the surrounding villages. 

The force is made up of 80 staff, with emergency 24/7 response and the SNT (Safer 

Neighbourhood Team). There is a large locality and being a rural area this can effect response 

times, depending on the locality of staff and other calls coming in at the same time. Suffolk 

currently above target of 20 minutes for 999 calls. Crime levels are still low in relation to UK 

levels, although community crime shows an increase of 17% (recorded). Raw data and crime 

statistics are available by accessing the monthly newsletter https://www.suffolk.police.uk/your-

area/snt-newsletters . There is a low crime rate in the village over the last 12 months, with 1 

Arson, 1 Assault and 1 Fly Tipping incident. He confirmed that all crimes are now recorded. Sgt 

Shipton advised that for emergency calls, i.e. threat to life or property dial 999, all other calls 

should be on 101. The nearest control room is Cambridgeshire. Sgt. Shipton confirmed that you 

have the right to defend your person or property, but there is a fine line, if you defend yourself 

from attack, or from an attacker in the home this is self defence, if you chase a criminal or 

confront them after they have left the property/scene this would be classed as an offence. You 

can only use reasonable force. 

 

Sgt. Shipton was asked to clarify the investigation into the accident on Icklingham Road U6208, 

and whether the road is private land. Claire Dickson, SCC PROW confirmed the road is a 

Highway and is a U road. Sgt. Shipton reassured residents that the Police will always attend the 

scene of an accident, in the case of injury or fatality, even if the land is privately owned, the 

issue of public access and private land would be determined after the event. Sgt. Shipton 

agreed to look into the accident and the investigation and report back to the Clerk. 

 

Sgt. Shipton was asked about Parking on the High Street, he informed the meeting that parking 

is not prioritized unless there is a danger or insufficient wheelchair access, obstruction. He 

advised to call 101 in this cases. There is now no PCSO designated to Tuddenham, as they are 

no longer allocated to individual villages. They now work closely with the SNT Team and 

SPOC’s, working closely with the Mental Health Teams. Sgt. Shipton offered a Ride-a-Long to 

any of the Councillors’ interested, Cllr. Soons accepted the offer. The Parish Council offered 

their thanks to the SNT Team for their attendance at the Green junction, to help with the school 

bus parking issue. 

 

Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

Cllr. K. Soons read out a report on behalf of Cllr. Long in his absence; 

 

 

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/your-area/snt-newsletters
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/your-area/snt-newsletters
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Can I start by welcoming Mark Fitzjohn to the Parish Council and to remind residents that there 

is still an open vacancy. Could anyone who is interested please let our Clerk Vicky know and 

she will go through the procedure with you.  

 

My personal thanks go to everyone who has served on the Parish Council during the course of 

the past year. Their time and efforts are given entirely voluntarily and the Village benefits 

considerably from all that is done on our behalf. 

 

It would also be very remiss of me not to mention our Parish Clerk Vicky Bright whose 

knowledge, experience, good humour and dedication are absolutely invaluable to us all. 

 

As was the case last year, traffic remains the biggest single issue facing Tuddenham. Residents 

will have seen some improvements with the recently installed traffic calming measures. 

However, there is still a long way to go. We continue with our efforts to have double white lines 

placed on the bend at the top of Higham Road which remains a real accident black spot. Budget 

cuts have seemingly led to Highways going back on a previous agreement to put them in place. 

A decision which we have now appealed against. 

 

The Parish Council at one stage photographed every pothole within our boundaries and 

submitted a report to Suffolk County Council. The larger ones have been repaired but the 

smaller ones remain and the sheer weight of traffic ensures that others will appear on a regular 

basis. We will continue to pursue every avenue open to us to have them repaired as well as 

looking at ways to manage the traffic flows. 

 

Repairs to the play area have been carried during the year and there are plans in place for a 

new improved play area once the new Village Hall is up and running. The various Village assets 

- benches, signs, bus shelter, gates etc. - have all been cleaned during the year. The benches 

on the green will be sanded and stained very soon. Further work on the bus shelter is also in 

the programme this year. 

 

Various meetings have been held with Nature England concerning the nature reserve and the 

various options over the bridge and bridle path. We have also met with the Footpaths Officer 

concerning the various paths including the Icknield Way. 

 

Celebrations were held in the Village Hall to mark the Queen's 90th birthday and a 

commemorative coin was presented to every child in the Village. A very successful litter pick 

was held on Good Friday in the Village and also covered the roads going in and out of 

Tuddenham. Many residents and their families attended and refreshments were provided in the 

Village Hall afterwards. Tuddenham now owns its own litter picking equipment and it is 

proposed that this now becomes a regular event. 

 

Once again there is much that can still be done but it does need the help of all of us. Things 

don't just happen by accident after all. So do please help if you can. It is our village and remains 

a lovely place for us to live in. There remains a vacancy on the Parish Council as mentioned 

above. Monthly meetings are held in the Village Hall and residents are always welcome to come 

and air their views or just to listen to what is going on. 
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SCC PROW Officer Q&A Session 

Claire Dickson, Public Rights of Way Officer – SCC. 

 

Claire confirmed that Byway number 4 from Tuddenham to Herringswell was in fact a Public 

Footpath and URoad (U6208). This public footpath allowed no horses, vehicles, bikes or motor 

bikes. The landowner had previously blocked part of the entrance to restrict motor bike use, this 

has now been removed and Claire is liaising with the landowner to discuss possibilities and 
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options for a permanent physical barrier. She has already ordered advisory signage for the 

Byway for No Horses and for Motor bikes and vehicles. 

 

She confirmed the procedure for reporting obstructions and overgrown vegetation and any 

illegal use should be done online to SCC; 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/report-a-public-

right-of-way-issue/ 

 

Each Dc has a named Highways Liaison Engineer, and they are available to do Walk & Talks 

with Parish Council’s. 

 

She also clarified the terms for Public Rights of Way; 

Public Footpath – Access on foot only, pushchairs and dogs allowed, 

Bridleway – Access on foot, riding or leading of a horse, pushbike, 

Restricted Byway – Bridleway, Horse & cart, foot or pushbike, 

Public Byway – Open to all traffic (Road worthy, Insured and taxed). 

 

Friends of Tuddenham St Mary’s Church Report 

Gill Flack updated the meeting with the following report; 

 

As a reminder the Friends is a charity established in 1995 to provide and maintain space and 

learning activities for the church congregation and the wider community. 

 

Since the report last year the new gates mentioned have been installed and combined with the 

surfacing material provided by Alan Newport and Breedon, give a pleasing entrance to the 

church. Sadly, the road outside has not been repaired so the gates continue to be splashed by 

passing traffic in wet weather. 

 

The following fundraising has taken place in the last year;  

The opening of the garden at Porters Lodge in June was a great success. The gardens looked 

stunning and our thanks go to Lionel and Craig (the owners) for allowing us to hold an open 

garden and putting so much work into its presentation. Tea and scones were served on the 

lawn, serenaded by music from the village recorder group. 

 

Tilbrooks provided a stall with a wide variety of plants for sale. The event was well supported 

and despite rain in all the surrounding towns and villages we had lovely weather. 

 

Following the success of the inaugural Art Exhibition and Sale in 2015 a second one was held 

the weekend 6th-7th May in the church again in conjunction with St Nicholas Hospice. It proved 

popular with over 40 artists exhibiting and many people attending over the weekend. 

 

The Friends continue to raise funds for the kitchen/toilet facilities in the church. To this end 

Friends agreed a layout, which they were prepared to fund and this was presented to the PCC 

for approval/comment. The PCC approved the layout and plans have been drawn up by the 

Architect. The next step is for the PCC to apply to the Diocese for a faculty (essentially planning 

permission) to enable the work to commence. Once the faculty has been granted, Friends can 

apply for grants towards the work. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/report-a-public-right-of-way-issue/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/public-rights-of-way-in-suffolk/report-a-public-right-of-way-issue/
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Village Hall Committee Report 

Graham Dudley, Chair updated the meeting with the following report; 

 

Committee changes;  

Elected – Chris Burrell 

Resignations – Lesley Smith, Dave Poulter & Rona Burt. Following the resignation of Rona Burt, 

Chris Burrell was elected as our new Secretary. 

 

Hall Website; 

Andrew Long introduced the Chairman to Sarah Browni, an accomplished web designer who 

showed us how to set up and manage a website. 

 

Dinner Dance; 

The hall organized a Halloween night with a sit down meal, music and a raffle. Unfortunately, 

ticket sales were poor, so the event had to be cancelled. Many thanks to the White Hart Pub 

who incorporated our raffle with their Quiz Night. 

 

Constitutional Changes; 

Any new member must serve a three-month probationary period. No member is to spend more 

than £50.00 on goods or services without prior approval of the Committee. 

 

Wi-Fi; 

Is now operational in the hall, with the Tuddenham Mill Hotel covering the first year subscription. 

 

Opening a Second Bank Account; 

Taking advice from the National Lottery to show how their funding is being used separately from 

the day to day running costs of the hall. 

 

In summary I believe the last year has been a challenge mainly due to the new village hall 

plans, firstly to come up with a design that would tick as many boxes as possible, keeping within 

budget and floor space restrictions, but eventually we got there. The plans for the new Village 

Hall were put on display on 12th & 13th November 2016, the turnout was encouraging, with 25 

people attending, some useful suggestions were put forward, some not for publication. In 

relation to the redevelopment of the old hall site, in past years the strip of land adjacent to the 

hall has never been registered with the Land Registry, most probably on the grounds of cost, 

the committee felt this should be dealt with at the same time as the main plot. 

 

In closing all of our achievements would not have been possible without all the hard work from 

our dedicated members. I would like to thank all the Committee, and a special thank you to Ian 

Cook for his attention to the upkeep of the grounds. 
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Parochial Church Council Report 

Rachel Brittain, PCC updated the meeting with the following; 

 

 



The PCC continues to administer St Andrew’s Church in Cavenham as well as St Mary’s in 

Tuddenham. The Church Wardens are Gill Flack and Kathryn Parker, and they are supported 

by 3 other members of the PCC, Esme Murfitt, Rachel Brittain, who is Honorary Treasurer and 

Vanessa Selwyn from Cavenham. 

 

Rosemary Rycraft has been vicar to the two churches, as part of a group of seven, until January 

this year, when she was asked by the Diocese to move to fill the vacancy at Gazeley. Some 

further changes are underway and it may be a year before another permanent vicar has been 

appointed to this Parish. This and the other parishes involved have passed a vote to advertise 

the new position as a ‘team’ post, as this will widen the appeal for recruitment. In the meantime, 

the parish is receiving unwavering support from John Hardy, the newly appointed Rural Dean, 

and gratitude is extended to David Ball and Gordon Anderson, the two lay readers who are 

keeping our services up and running. 

 

In Tuddenham, the PCC currently plans to hold Holy Communion on the first Sunday of each 

month, interspersed by Family Services four times a year, at Christmas, Easter, mid-summer 

and at Harvest Festival during the Autumn. St Andrew’s church is opened for services for St 

Andrew’s Day at the end of November, for a Carol Service and for Evensong during the 

summer. Services throughout the group of seven churches are posted for the month ahead on 

the notice board in the church porch, and services for this parish are printed in the Umbrella 

newsletter. 

 

The opening of the church at weekends attracts international visitors as well as providing time 

for local people to appreciate the peaceful environment inside the building, as evidenced by 

entries in the visitors’ book. The PCC works alongside the ‘Friends of St Mary’s’ in looking to the 

future of the church building as a place for celebration, both in the ecumenical and in the wider 

sense as a venue for exhibiting artistic and musical achievement. The annual concert was 

cancelled last summer, due to unforeseen circumstances, but a concert is planned for later this 

year, in September. 

 

The PCC is ever grateful to the Tilbrook family and Newton Kendall, who give their time in 

keeping the church yard and new graveyard at St Mary’s looking immaculate, and to Robert 

Gough for ensuring that the grass at Cavenham is well kept. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting was held in St Mary’s church at 6pm on Thursday 27th 

April. This was an open meeting and a notice to this effect was posted in the church porch. The 

minutes and reports delivered at the meeting can be viewed upon request to Kathryn Parker, 

Secretary to the PCC. 

   

11 Playing Field Committee Report 

Chris Compson, TPFC updated the meeting with the following; 

 

The playing field has remained under the management of a small committee, drawn largely from 

the various sporting clubs who have made use of the field for many years, a representative from 

the Parish Council, a Chairman and Secretary. 

 

Sporting Clubs    

The principle activities are Cricket, Senior Football, Junior Football, and Bowls. 

 

Facilities  

 



The facilities consist of a children’s’ playground, a Pavilion with changing rooms and showers, a 

licensed Bar, a meeting room and a substantial area of playing field. 

 

Other Activities 

       The area is most frequently used by children, dog walkers, the annual bonfire and fireworks 

display, and from time to time a camp night. The greatest shortcoming of the site is the access to 

it across a small and narrow bridge which prohibits the use of anything much larger than a large 

car. 

 

Income 

All the sports clubs contribute an annual rental for the use of the site. We also make a surplus 

from the Fireworks evening which varies according to the weather. The bar currently makes a 

modest contribution to funds, as do the hire of the meeting room, the camp night and various 

other ad hoc activities. 

 

Problems 

In a good year the income is sufficient to cover the costs of running the site, but surpluses are 

always insufficient to allow any material capital expenditure to improve the facilities on offer, or to 

purchase new equipment. 

Currently all the windows in the pavilion are in need of replacement at a cost in excess of £2,500. 

We are unable to progress this project at present and applications for financial assistance have 

been made to a number of possible benefactors and the Parish Council. The Lord of our Manor, 

Mr. Owen Wilson, has generously granted us £550 to set the ball rolling.   

   

Our committee has loyally managed our affairs over many years but we are now desperate to 

recruit some new members.  If the proposed new village hall progresses to completion, there 

may be some merit in amalgamating our two committees into a single entity to manage the 

entire site. 
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Tuddenham Community Interest Groups Report 

No report received. 

 

Cockerton Trust Report 

Gill Flack updated the meeting with the following; 

 

The John Cockerton Trust is a registered charity conducting its business under the regulations of 

the Charity Commission. The aim of the Trust is for the public benefit to further the education, 

including academic, social and physical training, of Tuddenham parishioners under the age of 25 

in such ways as the Charity sees fit. 

The Trustees of the Cockerton Trust are: 

Chair: Gillian Flack       Churchwarden, St Mary’s Church, Tuddenham (ex officio) 

Secretary: Kathryn Parker      Churchwarden, St Mary’s Church, Tuddenham (ex officio) 

Treasurer: Esme Murfitt         Village Representative 

Member: Lisa Carter            Village Representative 

Due to Reverend Rosemary Rycraft moving to the Gazeley Benefice there is presently no clergy 

representation on the Board of Trustees. Simon Pott is currently the appointed Land Agent for 

the Trust. The prime focus of the Trust during this year has been on preparation to sell land owned 

by the Trust, known as the ‘former school site’.  This process is ongoing. A number of grants have 

 



been awarded throughout the year to several young parishioners to cover text books, education 

and residential trips, musical instruments and school equipment. 

The Trust has recently been approached to provide a substantial sum towards upgrade and 

refurbishment of the children’s play area, this request is under consideration. 

 

 
Public Forum: 
It was requested that the Clerk add the PROW details to the Parish Council website. Cllr. Soons offered to also add it 
to the Community Facebook page. 
 
A resident raised concerns regarding the process of obtaining quotes for maintenance works needed on assets owned 
by the Parish Council. He expressed concerns that the Clerk’s spouse had submitted quotes and had been accepted 
as the preferred contractor by the Parish Council. The gentleman suggested that the Clerk had not been transparent 
and that there was opportunity for the Clerk to divulge information her husband regarding the other quotes requested, 
in order to ensure his was lower upon submission to the Parish Council. 
 
The Clerk responded by clarifying that it was perfectly legal for her husband or a known family member of associate to 
submit quotes for works needed, and that legally she did not have to disclose any personal interest, she confirmed 
however that she had declared an interest to the Council upon submission of the quotes, to ensure her complete 
transparency and for honesty. She confirmed she is a professional Clerk and under no circumstances, for the record, 
that no information had been divulged to her husband regarding any other quotes, and that her husband had no 
access to her computer records, email or her office contents (which is locked). She also clarified that on the 3 
occasions her husband had submitted quotes, he had only been chosen twice and had not always been the lower 
quote. 
 
The Chairman of the meeting, Cllr. Karen Soons, confirmed that the Parish Council were satisfied that the Clerk was 
above suspicion and felt she had acted honestly and appropriately in all cases. 
 
Meeting ended at 8:12pm 
 
 

Signed:   Andrew Long                                                                                                      Date: 17th May 2018 

 
 




