
TUDDENHAM ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council of Tuddenham St Mary, 
held in Tuddenham Primary School on Tuesday 19

th
 June 2012. 

 
Present:  
Cllr Rona Burt, Chairman 
Cllr R Lawson 
Cllr M Dunnett 
Cllr P Hope 
 
In Attendance:   
Mrs L Francis, Clerk  
Four members of the public 
 
Public Forum 
A member of the public complained that she felt that the fact that the public was restricted to asking 
questions or making comment during the Public Forum meant that local residents were intimated and felt 
unable to attend meetings of the parish council. 
It was explained that this was normal procedure in most parish councils to enable the parish council to 
conduct business without interruption.  Guests could be invited to contribute to an item on the agenda but 
this was at the discretion of the chairman. 
Whilst it was agreed that this was perfectly legal, the complainant felt that on the whole local residents did not 
understand the procedures of a parish council.  The clerk had already suggested that the parish council 
produce a newsletter containing news from the parish council and also information such as this. It could 
include a special invitation for residents to come to the meetings and get to know their councillors. 
There were no further questions or comments from members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies for Absence  
Cllr M Lawson was unable to attend the meeting as he had childcare responsibilities. 
 The parish council agreed to accept his apologies. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest on matters on the agenda. 
The chairman informed councillors that shortly all councillors would be obliged to have their Register of 
Interests published on a local government website. This would be a requirement under the new Code of 
Conduct which is currently under review. 
 
3. Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There had been three applications for the two vacant positions on the parish council. 
The applicants, Mrs Karen Soons, Mr Adam Tilbrook and Mr Brian Hewkin each gave the parish council a short 
review of their interests and experience. 
The chairman thanked them for attending the meeting and informed them that the members of the parish 
council would discuss their applications after the meeting and a decision would be reached as soon as possible.  
 
4. Village Referendum 
At the Annual Parish Meeting it had been suggested that the village hold a referendum to ascertain support for 
changes at the site of the primary school after its closure in August. 
This has been deferred until after a further village meeting on 16

th
 July when three options for the future of 

the site would be put forward for consideration. It was suggested that votes could be counted by a show of 
hands.  
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5. Reports from outside bodies 
i.   Police: PCSO Dawn Rowan had not contacted the clerk in response to an invitation to attend the meeting 
and therefore there was no report this month. 
ii.  County Councillor 
No apologies had been received from Cllr Noble this month.  As it has been some time since Cllr Noble 
attended a parish council meeting, the clerk was requested to write to him to register the council’s 
disappointment at his non-attendance. 
iii. District Councillor:  Cllr Rona Burt gave her report to the meeting which will be circulated later 
iv. 5VPT – Mrs Gill Peters had sent her apologies with a report which was read to the meeting by the chairman.  
This will also be circulated. 
 
6. To approve the Minutes of 17

th
 April 

The minutes of the meeting held on 17
th

 April were confirmed as a true and accurate record and were signed 
by the chairman. 
 
7. Matters arising from the minutes 
i.  It was noted that the parish council had yet to add another councillor to the list of signatories at the bank.  
The clerk will obtain the necessary forms without further delay. 
ii.  Cllr Lawson apologised for the delay in putting up the dog posters. It will be done as soon as possible. 
iii. The clerk had delivered a letter to every resident around the village green seeking their views on the 
application for a byelaw to prevent parking.  No responses had been received. 
 
8. Correspondence 
There had been no correspondence which required action by the parish council.  All other correspondence will 
be circulated in the correspondence folder. 
 
9. Finance Matters 
i. The council confirmed and authorised payments for the current month as detailed on a list which will be 
attached to the minutes. 
 
10. Planning Matters 
F/2012/0299/HOU - Erection of a detached garage at 60 High Street. 
The parish council considered the application and had no objection to the proposals. 
 
11.  Councillors’ Reports 
i.  Cllr Dunnett reported that extra bark had been laid in the play area.  He is holding discussions with Dave 
Pusey, the playground inspector for FHDC, with regard to the timber edging around the equipment. 
ii.  Cllr Lawson reported that grass was starting to grow in the damaged area of the green. 
He observed that, having erected the orange netting, there was not sufficient room for pedestrians to pass. 
This was due to the overgrown trees at the site. The clerk will contact the owner of the trees and ask them to 
cut the trees back but will also inform Highways Department of the problem. 
iii. Cllr Hope asked whether any action had been taken over the over-grown bushes and trees near 16 High 
Street.  The clerk noted that it was the owner’s responsibility to cut them back.  She will write to the residents 
and if no action is taken, inform Highways Department. 
iv.  Cllr. Burt noted that the reception after the installation of the seats on the green had been very successful 
and enjoyable.  The green looked very nice and there hadn’t been a need to water it because of the recent 
rainfall. 
Cllr Lawson noted that some extra topsoil was needed and an offer was made from a member of the public to 
supply it. 
 
12.  Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the parish council will be held in the school on Tuesday 17

th
 July. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 
 
 
12/13.7     Signed................................. Chairman         Date....................... 


